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course. But that would mean that Venner is still skulk-
ing about somewhere. Unless	"
Hanslet paused, as though suddenly struck by a fresh
idea. l< I never thought of that possibility before!" he
exclaimed,
Dr. Priestley said nothing, and after a pause the
Superintendent continued. " Look h^re, Professor.
Suppose that girl Christine Venner isn't in the picture
uf all? Suppose she told us the strict truth about her
brother's disappearance? In thai case, Venner walked
out of the Hat on the evening of November I5th, bound
io»r some unknown destination, and carrying thirty
thousand pounds in cash with him. He'd be a fine haul
for any bandit he fell in with, wouldn't he? And sup-
pose Charles Alcott was that bandit?"
" In order to yolve the mystery of Vernier's dis-
appearance you will have to go further back than that/'
Ik. Priestley replied. " I will admit that he may have
been murdered ior the sake of the money he was carry-
Tog* But why was he carrying that money? Why, in
the first place, did he draw so large a stun from the
bank? If he had a payment of that amount to make, he
could have done so much more conveniently by cheque,
Why did he specify that the bulk of the sum should be in
American dollars? I can only suggest one answer to
those questions."
" And what's that. Professor?" asked Haoslet
eagerly.
" That Venner's disappearance can be explained as
Sir Alured Faversham originally suggested- That he had
determined to leave the country, and start life afresh
elsewhere. The dollars suggest that his destination was
America/"
" Ah, I thought you were going to say that, Pro-
fessor 1" Hanslet exclaimed, in a tone of intense satfo-
factioxi, " But it won't do, Jarrold, whom I think

